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Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata
· Ah, the most familiar animals of all!  And not to mention, the phylum that we belong in.  Every chordate, from humans down to sea squirts, have the following characteristics at some point during their life span:

· Pharyngeal slits – openings in the throat area that allow water to pass through for O2/CO2 movement.  We did actually have these while we were in the womb.

· A dorsal, hollow nerve cord – our spinal cord is dorsal (on our back), and filled with fluid in its hollow spaces.

· A ventral heart – our heart is closer to our front than our back

· A tail – believe it or not, you had a tail for a short period in the womb.

· A dorsal supporting rod (notochord) – this is replaced by the vertebral column in most chordates.
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· We chordates have some of the most sophisticated evolutionary equipment found on Earth, including . . .

· a closed circulatory system with a multi-chambered heart

· bilateral symmetry with lots of cephalization (and sophisticated sense organs)

· an internal skeleton that grows with us

· an extraordinary immune system

· a digestive tract with lots of specialized portions (but the mouth still develops second . . .)
